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info@honeyrocklanding.com
970-275-3974

Proudly Growing Organic
Peaches, Cherries, Pears, Fresh
Vegetables, Honey, And More.

Harvest Celebrations.
Cave Suite Stays.

Riverside Serenity on
the Gunnison.

970-471-2145
15805 Black Bridge Road, Paonia

paintedvineyard@gmail.com

We look forward to sharing our passion with you
We welcome you to visit the Painted Vineyard and experience the magic for 
yourself. Take a leisurely stroll through our meticulously maintained property, 
tour our restored log cabin, and enjoy a tasting in our beautiful tasting room. 
Whether you’re a seasoned wine connoisseur or new to the world of wine, we 
promise a memorable visit filled with notable wines and heartfelt hospitality.

Authentic and Natural Wines • Sustainable • Supporting PollinatorsAuthentic and Natural Wines • Sustainable • Supporting Pollinators

By TINA WALKER HCS Sta�  Writer
Agriculture is deeply woven into the fabric of Delta 

County’s heritage. Generations of farmers and ranchers 
have built their lives on the land, taking pride in the hard 
work, resilience, and rural values that de� ne the region. But 
today, that way of life faces mounting pressure from shifting 
markets, prolonged drought, rising costs and increasing debt. 
For many, agriculture alone does not pay the bills. 

“You can’t raise enough cows, bale enough hay, or harvest 
enough fruit to buy and sustain the land it grows on. That’s 
not opinion—it’s math,” says Tim Austin. To adapt, many 
producers are turning to agritourism—a growing movement 
that allows working farms and ranches to diversify their 
income by o� ering experiences rooted in agricultural life. In 
some cases, these ventures have become the primary source 
of revenue, helping to keep family operations a� oat. 

Agritourism—short for agricultural tourism—provides 
visitors with a unique and authentic opportunity to experience 
farm life, explore rural landscapes, learn about agriculture 
and sustainable practices, and immerse themselves in local 
culture and traditions. The concept covers a wide variety of 
recreational, educational and other leisure actives and services 
while still maintaining the primary agricultural use of the land. 

Delta County is rich with agritourism experiences that 
showcase its rural charm and bounty. Visitors can sip local 
wines at scenic vineyards, enjoy farm-to-table dinners, and 
pick their own fruits and vegetables straight from the orchard 

or garden. Seasonal farm stands and farm markets over� ow 
with fresh produce, and pumpkin patches o� er family-friendly 
fun each fall. Rustic farm stays o� er an immersive escape, 
while the growing number of picturesque wedding venues 
make the area a sought-after destination for celebrations and 
retreats. Whether it’s a family reunion, corporate getaway, a 
fall hunting excursion with local guides, or � shing gold-medal 
waters, Delta County continues to grow as a place where 

Harvesting Hope – 
The Role of Agritourism in Delta County

15836 Black Bridge Rd., Paonia • 970-527-6838

Farm Market 
Featuring Locally Made Products

Jams • Jellies • Salsas • Honey 
Balsamic Vinegar & Infused Olive Oils

U-Pick Fruits & Vegetables
Local Angus Beef

orchardvalleyfarms.com

Come by our Tasting Room and try a 
variety of Black Bridge wines. 

Lee, Kathy, Ryan & Kendal Bradley

BLACK BRIDGE 
WINERY

Orchard & 
Vineyard Tours 

by Appointment

Located just northeast of Paonia, Colorado. 
Visitors can enjoy a true farm experience in a 
beautiful setting with a friendly atmosphere.

Riverside 
Picnicking  

HARVESTING HOPE, CONTINUED
people come to relax, reconnect, and experience the heart of 
Colorado’s agricultural heritage.

“People want to come out to the country and experience 
the peace and solitude of rural living,” explains Wendy White, 
marketing specialist for the Colorado Department of Agriculture. 
“It’s amazing how many people want to be disconnected from 
their cell phone.” 

Agritourism has seen a notable rise in popularity in recent 
years. The COVID-19 pandemic shifted travel habits toward local, 
crowd-free staycations, prompting many people to rediscover 
the outdoors and rural life. At the same time, growing consumer 
interest in the origins and quality of their food has sparked 
demand for experiences that o� er insight into how food is 
grown and produced. Agritourism o� ers a hands-on opportunity 
to explore the world of farming and ranching. According to 
Agritecture, social media platforms like Instagram and TikTok 
have also played a major role in driving this trend, with visually 
engaging farm experiences capturing the attention of a broad 
audience.

Agritourism plays a vital role in strengthening rural economies 
by creating new revenue streams for farmers and ranchers while 
supporting local businesses. By welcoming visitors onto their 
land, agricultural producers can diversify their income beyond 
traditional crop or livestock sales. This additional income helps 
keep family farms viable. Beyond the farm gate, agritourism 
also boosts nearby economies. Visitors spend money at local 
restaurants, lodging, shops, and gas stations, circulating dollars 
within the community. In many rural areas, agritourism has 
become a key strategy for economic resilience and long-term 
sustainability.

In Delta County, agritourism takes many forms activities and 
experiences such as: 

• Farmers Markets and Farm Stands
• U-Pick operations
• School Farm Tours
• Farm Work Experiences
• Wineries and Wine Tours
• Farm-to-Table Experiences
• Dude Ranches & Horse Camps
• Hay Rides & Horseback Rides
• Pumpkin Patches & Corn Mazes
• Petting Zoo
• Haunted Attractions
• Beekeeping
• Farmhouse & Orchard stays
• Glamping Tents & Yurts
• Cabins
• Hunting & Fishing
• Bird Watching
Agritourism has become more than just a supplement to 

traditional agriculture, it’s a lifeline for many farming families. 
By generating additional income from existing resources, 
agritourism o� ers a viable alternative to selling o�  valuable 
farmland, helping families preserve their legacy and pass it down 
to future generations. It also creates new opportunities for family 
members whose skills lie beyond the � elds to stay involved by 
managing guest accommodations, organizing events, or leading 
educational tours. In Delta County and beyond, agritourism is 
proving to be a powerful tool for sustaining the rural way of life.

Photo courtesy of Orchard Valley Farms.

Photo courtesy of Sage View Ranch.

Photo courtesy of Mariah Walker. Photo courtesy of Black Bridge Winery.


